Unit 3   Book 2


Unit 3  Book One
Section A   Marriage Across the Nations
Teaching Objectives
After learning this unit, Ss are supposed to be able to
1. grasp the main idea and structure of the texts in Section A and B.

2. master the key language points and grammatical structures in the texts;

3. know something about western wedding customs. 
4. conduct a series of reading, listening, speaking and writing activities related to the theme of the unit.

· listening task—Spot dictation
· reading skill— Recognize difference between facts and opinions.
☆ writing skill—Write paragraphs of denial of some opinions followed by some other opinions
☆ speaking task— Talk about the differences between Chinese wedding customs        and Western wedding customs.
Time Allotment
1st and 2nd period → Pre-reading Activities
3rd and 4th period → While-reading Activities
5th and 6th period → Post-reading Activities and Section B

7th and 8th period → listening and Speaking 

Teaching Contents

I. Important Points 

A. Key words and phrases: 
Section A: tolerance, compromise, subtle, mutual, overlook, subsequently, confirm, suspect, proceed, meet with, work out 
Section B: enable, extend, inform, exit, set out, turn out,  proceed to do
B. Key Sentence Patterns 
1) Gail sometimes wondered why I and other blacks were so involved with the racial issue, and I was surprised that she seemed to forget the subtler forms of racial hatred in American society.
2) In fact, he made it very clear when we were discussing marriage that if I had any doubts about anything, I should not hesitate to cancel our plans.
3) It’s never too late that you cannot change your mind.

II. Difficult Language Points


1. Gail sometimes wondered why I and other blacks were so involved with the racial issue, and I was surprised that she seemed to forget the subtler forms of racial hatred in American society. (L6)
2. We wanted to avoid the mistake made by many couples of marrying for the wrong reasons, and only finding out ten, twenty, or thirty years later that they were incompatible, that they hardly took the time to know each other, that they overlooked serious personality conflicts in the expectation that marriage was an automatic way to make everything work out right. (L11)
3. That point was emphasized by the fact that Gail’s parents, after thirty-five years of marriage, were going through a bitter and painful divorce, which had destroyed Gail and for a time had a negative effect on our budding relationship. (L15)
4. It was all so new, all so exciting, and we both thought, on the surface at least, that ours was an ideal marriage with every indication that it would last forever. (L35)

5. Gail’s father, David, whom I had not yet met personally, approached our decision with a father-knows-best attitude. (L43)
Teaching Procedures

I. Pre-reading Activities

A. Warm-up activities
Work in groups to discuss:

1) What’s your understanding of deep caring?

2) Who is the person you love or admire most?

Then ask some Ss to report their discussion.
B. Background Information: Wedding Customs in Western Countires
Before the Wedding 

In the west, if two lovers are going to marry, firstly the boy should propose, and present an engagement ring to his girl. So when people referred "he gave her a ring", it commonly means "He proposed to her, she accepted, and they are now engaged".
Then the engaged couple should make a notice to their parents separately, and the engagement and wedding notice will be declared by the bride's parents generally. As per to the traditional customs, the bride's family should pay most part of the wedding fees, while the groom’s family should pay for the rehearsal feast and other accessories. A rehearsal should be hold one or two days before the wedding, thus to make everyone who will attend the wedding become more familiar with the routines and procedures on the wedding.

The wedding is one of the most important occasions in the west. Siblings and friends of the bride and the groom will receive invited letters several weeks before. The wedding will be held in the church by daylight, if you have received an invitation, you should dress formally on the wedding. 
Presenting is a common custom that many nations conceive as a habit. Then what is a suitable gift to be given on a wedding? Here we can give you some suggestions: First of all, it should be a favorite to the bride and the bridegroom. Secondly it should not be too expensive. And the gift should also be practical. There's a "grace period” of one-year for you to send out your wedding present, which means it is permitted as long as you send out the wedding present before the newlywed’s first anniversary. Traditional wedding gifts include silverwares, porcelain wares, crystal products, as well as some durable articles. However, today's wedding gifts also include electrical appliances and some utility items.

On Wedding Day 
Modern wedding customs and traditions have their origins in the past, many coming from the Middle Ages. In ancient Rome, the bride wore a girdle fastened with many tiny knots. The groom had the pleasure of untying all those knots before he could bed his new wife. Up until the 1400's, the bride usually wore her best dress regardless of the color. It was Queen Victoria (1840) who began the present day fashion of wearing white as the wedding dress. It is also considered unlucky for the bride to make her own wedding dress. The idea of having bridesmaids, pages, a best man and ushers originates from the belief that evil spirits, envious of the couple's happiness, would be out to harm them, but would be confused by so many similarly dressed people. The custom of the best man probably goes back to the days when the groom took a friend with him when he went to kidnap the bride from her home. Bells were originally rung at weddings to frighten away the evil spirits, and noisy celebrations were held beforehand to try and drive them from the community. These were the ancestors of our stag and hen parties.
C. Key Words and Their Collocations 

1. tolerance: n . a)  willingness or ability to accept sth. 容忍，宽容；


b) the ability to bear sth. unpleasant, or to continue existing in spite of bad  conditions 忍耐力
Collocation: high/great tolerance 极大的容忍
political/racial/religious tolerance 政治/种族/宗教上的宽容

tolerance of 对……忍耐/宽容/有忍耐力

show tolerance towards 对……的宽容

be tolerant of 宽容……, 容忍……
★ It’s a culture in which there is absolutely no tolerance of disagreement. 
   在这种文化里，持有异议是绝对不容许的。
★ Many old people have a very limited tolerance to cold. 

许多老人的耐寒能力十分有限。 

	tolerate
	/ endure / stand / bear / suffer / put up with


e.g. 

1) She had to tolerate (endure) seeing (or to see ) animals cruelly treated.
2) That partisan endured the fascist’s the torture without a groan.

3). I could not bear the long separation from my mother.

4) She says she will stand no nonsense.

5) We suffered the party to camp in the meadow.

6) He could not put up with (bear) the noise any longer.

2. compromise: n. a compromise is a situation in which people accept something slightly different from what they really want, because of situations or because they are considering the wishes of other people. 妥协，折中，和解
v. (cause to) be even and keep in balance妥协，折中
Collocation: reach/agree on/arrive at a compromise 达成妥协,达成协议

make a compromise  作出让步


compromise (n.) on/over 就……的妥协


compromise (v.) on/over 在……方面妥协

★ He asked $1,500 for his old car, but I thought it was only worth $1,000. We finally reached a compromise and I paid $1,250. 
他开价1,500美元出售他那辆旧车，可我觉得那车只值1,000美元。我们双方最后达成妥协，我付了1,250美元。 

★ 他们就付款的确切数额达成了妥协。
They came to a compromise over the exact amount to be paid.
★ He asked more than I was willing to pay, so we compromised on a price in between. 
他的要价超出我愿意付的数额,结果我们达成妥协, 商定了一个居中的价格。 

3. subtle: adj. a) not easy to tell or describe; fine; slight难于觉察或描述的
b) secret; tricky 诡秘的；狡诈的
c) clever in noticing and understanding things 敏锐的 
Collocation: a subtle flavor of oranges 少许的橙子味
a subtle plan  狡猾的计划

a subtle mind 敏锐的大脑
★ Her whole attitude had had a subtle change. (微妙的)
★ There are subtle differences in meaning between these two words. (细微的)
★ I fall for that subtle plot every time! (诡秘的)
★ An artist has subtler awareness of color values than an ordinary person. (敏锐的)
★ The old craftsman has subtle fingers. (灵巧的)
4. mutual: adj. a) (of feeling or an action) felt or done by each to the other 
（指感情和行动）相互的
                b) shared by two or more people（两人或多人）共同的，共有的

Collocation: mutual trust/respect/hatred


   mutual understanding/support


   mutual benefits


       mutual tolerance



   mutual frien/interest 

5. overlook: v.   a) to not notice sth.,  miss 没有注意到，忽视
b) pretend not to notice; forgive 不计较，宽恕
c) have or give a view of (a place) from above  俯视， 俯瞰
★ It is easy to overlook a small detail like that.

那样的细枝末节很容易被忽略。

★ I will overlook your mistake this time.

这次我会原谅你的过失。

★ Her bedroom has large windows overlooking a lake.

她的卧室有几扇对着湖面的大窗子。

6. confirm: vt. a) show that something is definitely true 证实，证明，确定

b) make (a plan or meeting) certain, often by telephone or writing 通过 (电话、书信)确定，确认(安排、会议、日期等)

Collocation: confirm that…

confirm what…
★ 研究证实对女性来说这种风险要大一些。
   Research has confirmed that the risk is higher for women.
★ 新成果正式了我们打多数人已经知道的东西。
   The new results confirm what most of us knew already.
★ 我想确认一下预订7月1日一间双人房。
I'd like to confirm a reservation for a double room on the first of July. 
   7. suspect: vt. a) believe (esp. sth. bad) to be true or likely

b) to think that someone is probably guilty

Collocation: suspect that-clause


       suspect sb. of sth. 怀疑某人有……罪

★ We suspect that they'll be a little late.

    我们揣想他们会晚来一会儿。

Compare:
doubt: believe that sth. is probably not true or possible.

I doubt that he will come. 我看他不见得会来。
I doubt what he said. 我不太相信他说的话。
doubt 是“有些不相信的意思”; suspect 是“猜疑，猜测”， 肯定的意味较多。 

Translate:
－ I doubt whether he is telling the truth.

我怀疑(不敢肯定) 他说的是不是真话。

－ I suspect that he is not telling the truth.

我怀疑(有些肯定) 他说的不是真话。

－ I doubt the truth of his statement.

我怀疑他话的真实性。

－ I suspect some falsehood in what he says.

我怀疑他的话有些虚假。
8. proceed: vi. 1) start to do something, often after doing something else first
2) advance, move in a particular direction, go on 

Collocation: proceed with sth.
proceed to do sth. 接着做某事

★ He paused to consult his notes, then proceeded with his questions.

他停下来看了看笔记，然后继续提问。

★ 他一进来就把所有的烦恼全告诉了我们。 

As soon as he came in, he proceeded to tell us all his troubles. 

★ The interview proceeded in a most friendly environment. 

会见是在极其友好的气氛中进行的。

 9. meet with: experience sth.  经历，遭遇，受到
Collocation: meet with an accident/death
meet with danger
meet with opposition/failure
meet with approval/disapproval
meet with some resistance/some difficulties

10. work out: a) have as a result, turn out 结果为，按某种方式发展 (vi.)

             b) find by reasoning or figuring 算出 (vt.)
★ We’ll have to work out how much food we’ll need for the party.

我们必须算出这次聚会需要多少食物。

★ How the situation will eventually work out only time can tell.

情况最后将会是怎样，只有以后才能知道。

★ Things worked out quite well.
事情的结局相当不错。
II. While-reading Activities

1. Text Study

A. Fast reading and try to grasp the main idea of text
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B. Structure Analysis

The whole passage falls into 3 parts:

Part I (para.1-4):  Gail and Mark decided to marry after being together for two years to get to know each other better and learn to take a realistic view on a mixed marriage.
Part II (para.5-9):  Gail’s mother’s reaction to their wedding plan. She reaffirmed that Mark’s color was not the problem. Her biggest worry was that Gail might be marrying Mark for the same wrong reasons as she had. 

Part III (para.10-21): Gail’s father’s reaction to their wedding plans. He quoted statistics and gave examples to persuade his daughter to change her mind.
C. Difficult Sentences Analysis:
1. Gail sometimes wondered why I and other blacks were so involved with the racial issue.
Paraphrase: Gail sometimes expressed a wish to know why I and other blacks gave so much time, energy and attention to the racial issue.
Pattern:
sometimes wonder why…
有时候想知道为什么······
e.g.

I sometimes wonder why some people always believe money can talk. 

句型扩展：

wonder if/whether

wonder who/what/how

e.g.

1) I wonder if I’ll recognize her after all these years.

2) I wonder how James is going on.

Translation Exercise:

I sometimes wonder ________________________.（人究竟为什么来到这个世界。）

(why we came to this world)

I sometimes wonder ________________________.（为什么生活总是充满了起起落落。)

(why life is always full of ups and downs.) 

2. We wanted to avoid the mistake made by many couples of marrying for the wrong reasons, and only finding out ten, twenty, or thirty years later that they were incompatible, that they hardly took the time to know each other, that they overlooked serious personality conflicts in the expectation that marriage was an automatic way to make everything work out right. (L11)

Paraphrase: Many couples married wrongly or before they knew each other well and unfortunately found out ten, twenty or thirty years later that they did not suit each other, that they did not try to learn about each other, that they failed to notice great differences in their personality and believed that everything would be all right as long as they got married. So we wanted to avoid such a mistake. 
3. That point was emphasized by the fact that Gail’s parents, after thirty-five years of marriage, were going through a bitter and painful divorce, which had destroyed Gail and for a time had a negative effect on our budding relationship. (L15)

Paraphrase: We were sure of what we had thought when we learned that the thirty-five-year marriage of Gail’s parents came to an end bitterly and painfully, and this had destroyed Gail and once affected our relationship that has just begun.
4. To start with I must admit that at first I harbored reservations about a mixed marriage, prejudice you might even call them. (Line 28)
Paraphrase: To begin with I have to confess that at the beginning I had doubts whether a marriage between a black and a white could really work out well, which you might even cal prejudice. 
5. It was all so new, all so exciting, and we both thought, on the surface at least, that ours was an ideal marriage with every indication that it would last forever. (L35)

Paraphrase: We loved each other. It was such a new and exciting experience that we were both quite sure that we were a perfect match and we were very likely to be life-long couple, at least superficially.
6. Gail’s father, David, whom I had not yet met personally, approached our decision with a father-knows-best attitude. (L43)
Paraphrase: I had not yet met Gail’s father, David, face to face. He dealt with our decision in a way that seemed he was the most experienced in finding out the truth.
7. In fact, he made it very clear when we were discussing marriage that if I had any doubts about anything, I should not hesitate to cancel our plans.
Pattern:

make it clear (that)…
强调；讲明；弄清楚
e.g.
He made it clear there was to be no compromise.

他清楚地说明没有商量的余地。
Translation Exercise:

We should all ________________________. （明白成功源于勤奋）
(make it clear that success comes from diligence

The survey ________________________. （表明肺癌和过度吸烟有密切的关系)
(makes it clear that lung cancer is closely associated with heavy smoking.

8. …it’s never too late to change your mind.

Paraphrase: You can change your mind any time, however soon or late.
Pattern:
never too…to (do)

1) One is never too old to learn. → No one is so old that he cannot learn.

活到老，学到老。

2) It is never too late to mend. (proverb)

(谚) 亡羊补牢，未为晚也。

See More Exercises on P69 EX.VII
2. Writing skill----- Writing a paragraph of presenting one’s opinion 

1) Narration interspersed with comment:

Narration: Gail sometimes wondered why I and other blacks were so involved with the racial issue, and I was surprised that she seemed to forget the subtler forms of racial hatred in American society. (Para.2)

Comment: Gail and I had no illusions about what the future held for us as a married, mixed couple in America. The continual source of our strength was our mutual trust and respect. (Para.3)

2.) Parallel structure:

The writer uses parallel structure to present one’s opinion, which can be described in the following chart:

Presentation of some ideas, opinions or arguments

                    ↓

Correction or rejection of ideas, opinions or arguments

                    ↓

Presentation of some other, or different or even opposing ideas

                    ↓

Facts, or reasons, or examples to support the ideas presented 

Please look at the following chart again! The writer presented two different ideas: one about her early idea and the other about others’ idea. Then she goes on to reject both of them. The two ideas and the rejects are parallel to each other. In text structure analysis, we call them a matching relationship of compatibility. In other words, the two parts compare with each other in their similarity. Both of the ideas are not correct and are followed by corrections. So, we can also call them parallel structure.

　

	　

The mother’s original opinion: To start with I must admit that at first I harbored reservations about a mixed marriage, prejudices you might even call them.
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The mother corrects her original opinion: But when I met Mark I found him a charming and intelligent young guy. Any mother would be proud to have him for a son-in-law. So, color has nothing to do with it.

　



			　

   The mother presents others’ opinion: Yes, my friends talk. Some even express shock at what you’re doing.
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   Then the mother rejects that opinion, too: But they live in a different world. So you see, Mark’s color is not the problem.

　



	


3. Reading Skill----- Recognizing Differences Between Facts and Opinions
Most reading passages contain ideas based on fact and opinion. It is very important to know when we are reading facts and when we are reading a writer’s opinion. The ability to recognize differences between fact and opinion can help us to achieve a deeper level of understanding in our reading.
   Facts are statements that tell what really happened or what really is the case. A fact can be proved or disproved with direct evidence. It is something known by actual experience or observing. Look at the following example taken from Reading Passage A:
Her mother, Deborah, all along had been supportive of our relationship, and even joked about when we were going to get married so she could have grandchildren. (Para. 5, Reading Passage A, Unit 3)

This sentence tells us about a past state of affairs: certainly it is a fact.
Opinions are statements of belief, judgment or feeling. They show what someone thinks or feels about a subject. Some words can serve as clues to statements of some kinds of opinions.

For example, probably, perhaps, usually, often, sometimes, on occasion are used to limit a statement of fact and to indicate the possibility of other opinions. Other words, such as I believe, I think, in my opinion, I feel, I suggest, say clearly that an opinion will follow. Look at the following examples:    

1. I’m sure that time will only confirm what we feel deeply about each other. 

  (Para. 8, Reading Passage A, Unit 3) 
2. Maybe our children will have some    problems, but whose children don’t?

  (Para. 18, Reading Passage A, Unit 3)

3. When we met I saw him as my beloved, intelligent, charming, and caring. 

  (Para. 7, Reading Passage A, Unit 3)
Do exercise on page 74-75 and find out more examples in reading passage C.

III. Post-reading Activities
A. Summary of the text
Mark, a Black, and his girlfriend Gail decided to marry him after being together for two years, experiencing the usual ups and downs of a couple, learning to know, understand and respect each other. They tried to avoid the mistake made by many couples of marrying for the wrong reasons, only to learn more about tolerance, compromise and being open with each other despite their racial and cultural differences.

However, Gail’s mother, who had all along supportive of their relationship, counseled Gail to be really certain she was doing the right thing. Gail’s father even went so far as to suspect that Mark might be using this marriage to obtain United States citizenship. He quoted statistics and gave examples to illustrate the higher divorce rates and possible problems existing in mixed couples to warn Gail that she was rushing into marriage without thinking carefully about it. 
B. Revision work

ups and downs  盛衰，沉浮
to be so involved with racial issues 热衷于种族问题

mutual trust  相互信任

in the expectation that… 指望，期望

to make everything work out right 解决各种问题

to go through a bitter and painful divorce 经历一场充满怨恨、令人痛苦的婚变
to meet with some resistance 遇到了一些阻力
to be supportive of our relationship 赞成我们的关系
to harbor reservations about a mixed marriage 对异族通婚是有所保留的
to see…as… 把……看作
with every indication that… 一切迹象都表明……
to see each other at our worst time 看到对方最糟糕的一面
to have a negative effect on our budding relationship 给我们正处于萌芽状态的关系带来了负面影响
C. Exercises 
Do Exercise III、IV、V、VI、IX

D. Topics for further classroom discussion 
☆ What  benefits and differences may a couple from different cultures have in your opinion? 

Tip:  You may conduct your discussion under the guide of these items: 
food
language misunderstandings

parental pressure

social pressure, etc.
E. Assignments 
Title: Living Styles
Paragraph Topic Sentences:

1. Some people enjoy living together with their parents after they have grown up.

2. Others, however, prefer to live separately.

3. As for me, I like an independent lifestyle in spite of the fact that I love my parents.

Section B:  Rich Meeting His Future Mother-in-law 
I. Reading Comprehension
1. What did the writer remind her boyfriend to do?
2. Why didn’t the writer notice Rich the first year they worked together?

3. Was her mother’s first impression on Rich very good? How do you know?
4. Did her mother correct her impression on Rich later at the dinner table? Give your reasons.
5. What do you think is the problem with Rich?
II. Key Words Study

1. brilliant: a.
1) very good, very clever or skilful
The piano player gave a brilliant performance. 这位钢琴演奏家作了非常精彩的表          演。
It was in many ways a brilliant plan. 这个设计的许多方面都很出色。
She seemed to have a brilliant career ahead of her. 她似乎有着灿烂的前途。
2) full of light, shining or bright in color
The rooms were all painted brilliant white. 所有的房间被粉刷成明亮的白色。
He flashed me a brilliant smile. 他向我露出了灿烂的笑容。

2. arrange: v. plan the details of (a future event); organize  准备，筹备，组织，安                           排  
我已作了安排，我的一位同学将去机场接你。
I’ve arranged that one of my classmates will meet you at the airport. 
I’d be very grateful if you could arrange for this work to be carried out.

如果你能够安排进行这项工作，我将会十分感谢。

3. concerning: prep. (fml.) with regard to, about
I spoke to him concerning his behavior. 
针对他的行为我和他谈了话。
Concerning your letter, I am pleased to inform you that you are to receive the order by the end of this week. 
关于你的来信, 我很高兴地通知你, 你将在本周末收到订货。
If you have any information concerning the recent event at the station, please contact the police. 
要是你了解任何有关最近车站所发生事情的情况, 请与警方联
4. anticipate: v. a) see (what is going to happen or what needs to be done) and        then act 事前处理，预先准备
b) expect (sth.)  预料，预期，期待
His wife anticipates all his needs each time he comes back from a business trip.
他每次出差回家,妻子总会预先考虑到他的全部需要而作好安排。
Anticipating that it would soon be dark, all of them took flashlights. 

考虑到天很快就会黑下来，他们大家都带了手电筒。
你预料到会遇到什么困难吗？ 
Do you anticipate meeting any trouble? 
不可能预料这事何时发生。

It is impossible to anticipate when it will happen.
4. compel: vt. If you feel compelled to do something, you feel that you must do it or     you are forced to do it. 强迫，迫使
I felt morally compelled to help.
我觉得在道义上我应该帮忙。

雨迫使我们停止了比赛。

The rain compelled us to stop our game.

5. come up with: think of and suggest (an idea, plan, etc.)
He couldn’t come up with an answer. 

他答不上来。

He came up with a good idea for the product promotion.

他想出一个推广产品的好方法。
III. Text Analysis

A.  Text Structure Analysis

The whole passage can be divided into three parts:

The First Part (Paras. 1-3): 

Main Idea: I arranged a plan for Rich to meet my mother and win her over.
The Second Part (Paras. 4-12): 

Main Idea: Mother seemed not satisfied with Rich.
The Third Part (Paras. 13-17): 

Main Idea: At the dinner table, because of his mistakes without knowing, I couldn’t save Rich either.
B. Sentence Analysis

1. My instructions are in my fingers. (Para.4)

Paraphrase: (Unlike Auntie Suyuan who can only cook while looking at directions,) I am so skilled that I can prepare and cook without much thinking as if my fingers did it by themselves.

2. I had seen her expression when she opened the door, her forced smile as she surveyed him from head to toe, checking her judgment of him against that already given to her by Auntie Suyuan. (Para.5)
Paraphrase: When she opened the door I had seen her face with an unnatural smile while she carefully looked at Rich all over his body. By doing so she tried to make sure whether her judgment of Rich was in agreement with what she had learned about Rich from Auntie Suyuan.
forced smile: smile produced unwillingly (thus unnatural) or with difficulty
Notice the use of “forced” in the following sentences:
I thought their laughter was rather forced. 

我认为他们的笑相当勉强。
The airplane had to make a forced landing because two of the engines were on fire. 
由于有两个引擎着火，飞机只好迫降。

check ... against: (measure or value something) by comparing it with the other thing
We should check the factory’s productivity against the agreed target. 

我们应该以既定指标来核实该工厂的生产率。
Our policies have to be checked against one clear test: will they improve the people’s living standard? 
评判我们的政策只有一个不容含糊的标准: 即这些政策能否提高人民的生活水平?
3. He was a bit on the short side, compactly built. (Para.6)
Paraphrase: He was a little too short and had a small, but well-shaped body.
on the … side: rather, a little too …
I like the house but I think the price is a bit on the high side. 
我喜欢那房子, 但觉得价格太高了点。
The weather is on the cold side. 天气有点凉。
Those shoes are on the large side. 那双鞋大了一点。

4. As is the Chinese cook’s custom, my mother always made negative remarks about her own cooking. (Para.15)

Paraphrase: My mother always said something negative about her own cooking skills (to show her modesty) as most of the Chinese cooks do.

as (is) ...  Here “as” is used as a relative pronoun, introducing a relative clause whose antecedent is not just a noun phrase, but a whole clause, or sentence.
As is common knowledge, she is very popular among her students. 

众所周知, 她极受学生欢迎。
In this sentence, “as” refers to (or has as its antecedent) the whole following clause:
“she is very popular among her students”. The as-clause can also be placed at the end of the sentence:
→ She is very popular among her students, as is common knowledge.
她极受学生欢迎, 这是众所周知的事。
When a sentential relative clause appears at the end of the whole sentence, “as” can be replaced by “which”. 
She is very popular among her students, which is common knowledge.
More examples:  
As was expected, she has married again. 正如所料, 她又结婚了。
Things then improved, as / which was unexpected. 随后情况有了起色, 这是始料未及的。
5. And he proceeded to pour a riverful of the salty black stuff on the china plate, right before my mother’s shocked eyes. (Para.17)

Paraphrase: After saying that, he poured a lot of soy sauce on the china plate just in front of my mother, which shocked my mother (for she had not expected anyone would do such a thing). Please note that Rich did that because he failed to understand what his girlfriend’s mother had really meant. And the mother and others failed to understand his response. A cultural difference can be seen here. That is, Americans tend to be direct and they usually mean what they say. Also, they tend to understand others according to what they say. Thus a lack of understanding arises in this context.

IV. Assignments

Read Section C, and finish the exercise on p72. 
 First  Reading





What benefits and differences may a couple from different cultures have in your opinion? 
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The text is mainly about the mixed marriage between Gail and Mark, and Gail’s parents’ reaction toward their wedding plans.
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